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HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 15, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Dianne Nury on her
election as Chairman of the Wine Institute for
the 1998–99 fiscal year. Dianne is the first
woman to become Chairman of the Wine Insti-
tute.

Dianne Nury is president of family-owned
Vie-Del Company in Fresno. Nury heads one
of California’s largest bulk winery, distillery
and fruit juice processing operations, con-
tracting with 1,000 growers located predomi-
nantly in the Central Valley. Nury is a native
and resident of Fresno, she began her career
as area sales manager for Seagrams after
graduating in 1982 from California State Uni-
versity, Fresno with a degree in business. She
joined Vie-Del in 1985 as a sales representa-
tive, she then became vice president of the
company in 1988 until assuming the presi-
dency in 1991 from her father. Dianne Nury is
immediate past president of the National Juice
Products Association and is current vice chair-
man of the Viticulture and Enology Research
Center at CSU, Fresno.

As Chairman of the Wine Institute, Nury
pledges to continue the focus of the Institute’s
progress for international market development
and research funding. She will also emphasize
the public policy issues that the Wine Institute
has taken on, such as taxation and free and
fair trade here and abroad.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Dianne Nury, as Chairman of the Wine Insti-
tute. Dianne’s chairmanship carries on a leg-
acy set by her father, Mike Nury. I urge my
colleagues to join me in wishing Dianne Nury
many years of continued success.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the San Lorenzo Club and one of its co-
founders Antonio Ramos for their service to
the Cleveland community.

Antonio Ramos has been involved in many
different organizations in the Hispanic and
non-Hispanic community. He is the only active
founder of the San Lorenzo Club, and has oc-
cupied almost all the positions in the Board of
Directors through its existence. He also found-
ed the Roberto Clemente Baseball Little
League, to help create a sense of cultural
identity for children. He now serves as Presi-
dent of the league.

The goal of the San Lorenzo Club, which
has many members from different countries
and cultures, is to have a place where Puerto
Ricans can meet and feel a little bit like they
are in their tropical island and at the same
time promote their roots in a different country.
When the club reached its goal of having their
own place, after three years, not even a large
fire which destroyed the building could
dampen their dreams. Even with no place to

meet the club maintained the unity between
members and started having their monthly
meetings in members’ houses.

The club has been a vital part of the His-
panic and non-Hispanic community in the
Cleveland area. The club works to maintain its
families through sports. The San Lorenzo Club
is a permanent sponsor of the Roberto
Clemente Baseball Little League in Cleveland,
and pushed the city to rename the city park
after the famous Puerto Rican baseball player.
The club also works to help the Hispanic and
non-Hispanic needy throughout the Cleveland
area.

My fellow colleagues, join me in honoring
both Antonio Ramos and the San Lorenzo
Club for their outstanding service to the Cleve-
land area.
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TRIBUTE TO SARAH NEWCOMB
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OF TEXAS
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in salute of Texas-
born reporter Sarah Newcomb McClendon and
her pioneering efforts as a member of the
Washington, DC press corps.

Ms. McClendon was born in Tyler, Texas.
She has been a reporter for nearly 70 years
and has covered eleven Presidents since
1994. She has covered the White House with
wit and directiveness for more than fifty years.
Like a true Texas woman, she has earned re-
spect from many for her toughness that is al-
ways tempered with a touch of charm.

Prior to moving to Washington, Ms.
McClendon received her journalism degree
from the University of Missouri in 1931. She
worked for the Courier-Times and Tyler Morn-
ing Telegraph in Tyler, Texas. She also was a
reporter for the Texas newspaper the Beau-
mont Enterprise. In 1944 she became a Na-
tional Correspondent for the Philadelphia Daily
News. In 1946 she made her pilgrimage to
Washington, DC, where she founded the
McClendon News Service which she still runs
today.

Her awards, which read like a who’s who in
journalism, include the Woman of Achieve-
ment Award for Texas Press Women, the Na-
tional Federation of Women Award, Public Re-
lations award from the American Legion and
the first recipient of the Presidential Award for
Journalism in Washington.

Sarah McClendon has helped pave the way
for many women journalists and writers. In a
field where women are often not heard, she
has not relied on good manners to do her job.
Instead, she has made people listen and an-
swer her tough questions often forcing many
Presidents to do double takes.

Her never-give-up interviewing style has
made her both loved and feared. However, at
the end of the day, she is the one who has
asked the questions her readers care about
most.

Mr. Speaker, Sarah McClendon has covered
Washington with persistence and good humor.
Her ability as a reporter has demonstrated that
she truly has printers ink coursing through her
veins.

TRIBUTE TO NEW INDUCTEES TO
MINNESOTA AVIATION HALL OF
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to two pioneers in general avia-
tion in the State of Minnesota: Francis
Einarson of International Falls and Rudy
Billberg of Roseau. These two gentleman will
be inducted into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of
Fame on Saturday, April 17, 1999.

Francis Einarson serves as an operator of
the International Falls Airport, and he has long
been a leader in aviation in Northern Min-
nesota. His induction to the Aviation Hall of
Fame is an honor that it richly deserved—if
not overdue. Francis’ brother Jim taught him
to fly in 1948, and the two men began oper-
ating the airport in International Falls the same
year. Over the years, Francis Einarson took
tourists for scenic rides, taught students how
to fly, provided air ambulance service and
conducted search and rescue missions.
Francis also oversaw several expansions of
the International Falls Airport, which today
acts as a gateway to Northern Minnesota
communities and attractions like Voyageurs
National Park.

Rudy Billberg is also part of aviation history
in Minnesota. In the early days of aviation,
Rudy made his start by barnstorming to fes-
tivals in Duluth and the Iron Range and putting
on acrobatic shows. He provided valuable
service to the United States by training flyers
in Duluth and flying troops and supplies during
World War II. He also trained junior college
students in flying through the Civilian Pilot
Training program and was appointed one of
Minnesota’s first flight examiners.

These men were adventures when aviation
was a new mode of transportation, and they
made a valuable contribution to the develop-
ment of the aviation field. I know my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Francis
Einarson and Rudy Billberg on their induction
into the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame.
f
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to introduce the Traffic Stops Statistics Act of
1999 along with 21 additional cosponsors.
Identical legislation is being introduced today
in the other body by Senators LAUTENBERG,
FEINGOLD, and KENNEDY.

Our bill would require the Justice Depart-
ment to conduct a study of racial profiling by
acquiring data from law enforcement agencies
regarding the characteristics of persons
stopped for alleged traffic violations and the
rationale for subsequent searches. The legis-
lation is similar to legislation I introduced last
Congress (H.R. 118) which was approved by
the Judiciary Committee on a bipartisan basis
and passed the House by voice vote on March
24, 1998.
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